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Sea of Okhotsk Voyage Report

For some time, our founder Rodney
Russ has dreamt of leading an ex-
pedition into the heart of the Sea of
Okhotsk and after many years of plan-
ning, our inaugural voyage sailed in
June. To some extent this was a jour-
ney into the unknown, covering new
ground even for our highly experienced
expedition team. What would we en-
counter? This is what Expedition Cruis-
ing is all about! There were many high-
lights, but one of the most remarkable
was tiny lony Island, a mere dot on
the map, which teemed with life. Here
we discovered hundreds of inquisi-
tive Steller Sea Lions that had rarely
encountered boats, so were happy to

e

swim right up to us. Hundreds of thou-
sands of birds made use of every avail-
able space on the rocks and cliffs and
their wings beat a constant rhythm in
the air. Further north we encountered
ice and were delighted to see and pho-
tograph many beautiful and very rare
Ribbon Seals. We joined the locals in
the historic town of Okhotsk and were
treated to traditional caribou soup as
well as a concert. Later we encoun-
tered several Kamchatka Brown Bears
and watched in awe as a young male
climbed a steep ice wall. In 2013 we
will return to this wonderful region —
Rodney and the expedition team can’t
wait!

New Zealand's Exnedition Teaval co.... .

The Heritage Expeditions website has
recently received great reviews, but the
reviews we need most are from youl!
Please go online and submit your ex-
pedition photos, videos, comments
and thoughts so that we can share
them with others. It is really easy. Just
go to www.heritage-expeditions.com
and click on ‘Submit your photos and
comments here’ at the right hand side
of the front page. This will take you to
the Testimonials page where you click
on the ‘Submit your Own’ tab above

the latest comment. From there you
simply complete the boxes and up-
load your photos, videos etc. It is very
easy, and if you need an added incen-
tive, there is a monthly prize of Rodney
Russ’s wonderful book ‘Galapagos of
the Antarctic’ as well as a voucher for
all past passenger comments for US
$250 off your next Heritage Expedi-
tions or Wild Earth voyage booking. So
share your experiences, display your
photography skills and help us tell the
world what we dol

Captain’s Blog
& Ship Locator

Track the Spirit of Enderby as she
sails around the Pacific Ocean
and read regular updates from
the Captain and expedition team.
Visit our website www.heritage-
expeditions.com/captains-blog/
for information and on occasion
photographs from the latest des-
tination. This is a great place for
family and friends to follow your
expedition and gain insight into

what you have
been experienc-
ing. With many
new and excit-
ing voyages it is
also a great way
to decide if a
particular itinerary appeals. Take
a look back over the past few
months and enjoy the continuing
view from the Bridge.

Desktop Despatches

Despatch: From our General Manager
Kia Ora,

We have just completed another suc-
cessful season exploring the coast of the
Russian Far East including the inaugu-
ral ‘Sea of Okhotsk’ voyage. Sadly, we
did not discover any new Spoon-billed
Sandpiper breeding pairs but our two
‘Across the Top of the World’ expeditions
successfully crossed the Arctic circle and
reached Wrangel Island despite fighting
the most Russian Arctic summer sea ice
since the 1970’s.

| was lucky enough to be on board
the first of these voyages and was im-
pressed by the skill of our Captain and
crew whose experience showed as they
navigated north in very trying ice condi-
tions. The up side of the extensive sea
ice meant most of the walrus and Po-
lar Bear encounters were on ice, where
both species are happiest.

The Spirit of Enderby is now headed
south to Australia and the busy southern
season has almost arrived! There are still
a few berths remaining on the Heard Is-
land expedition but the remainder of the
season is fully booked. If you missed out
on your preferred voyage this year | urge
you to go to the website or speak to us
soon, as the 2013/14 summer dates and
prices have just been released and sev-
eral voyages have already begun to fill.

Our 2013 Russian Far East brochure is
hot off the press and included with this
edition of Heritage News. For those look-
ing for rewarding maritime adventures in
other parts of the world we have also in-
cluded the just released Wild Earth small
ship cruises brochure. Here you will find
the perfect small ship experience in an
additional 600 destinations worldwide.

Despatch: From our Sales and
Reservations Manager

Cassia Jackson, Sales and Reserva-
tions Manager says “Christchurch is
abuzz with excitement about the po-
lar regions. The inaugural month-long
New Zealand IceFest is currently be-
ing held in the city and Heritage Expe-
ditions staff members will be manning
the Antarctic bookshop, guiding visi-
tors through exhibitions and featuring
in presentations throughout the festival.
www.nzicefest.co.nz

My recommendation for Russia 2013
will be the Jewel of the Russian Far East
itinerary. Having experienced the autumn
colours on the 2011 Jewel, | am person-
ally excited to see it make a return to our
schedule.”
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2012 Voyage - Wake of Bering

Spoon-billed Sandpiper Update

This year, the Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust (WWT) made
two expeditions to Far East Russia to bring back eggs to
a purpose-built aviary in Slimbridge, UK. A team of experts
scoured Eastern Russia’s wild tundra for nests. Once

found, specialist knowledge was used to safely remove and

transport the eggs.

WWT have raised 12 birds from the first trip and have

A 60-minute
documentary has

successfully hatched 17 new chicks from the latest eggs lows of the mission.
flown in from Russia. The team is providing the chicks www.WWT.org.uk.

After the euphoria of our successful
collection of Spoon-billed Sandpiper
eggs and their transfer to the
nurturing environment of the Wildfow!
and Wetlands Trust in Slimbridge
in 2011, we were excited to return
to their breeding grounds this
season. Our search for Spoonies
along the Chukotka coast this year
began in earnest at Tigil Lagoon
with Russian Ornithologists Evgeny
Syroechkovskiy and Elena Lappo
supervising six teams in a formal grid
search. This area was considered
ideal habitat for the birds, but none
were found that day. The following day
Bukhtas Petra, Pavla and Natalii also
yielded no Spoonies despite more
diligent searching by the group and
this was followed by further searches
of Opuka and Maliuvieem Lagoons.
We were beginning to realise just how

with 24-hour specialist care to ensure their best chance of
survival. Once the flock is large enough, they hope to have
enough breeding pairs to return eggs to Russia, hatch them
and release birds into the wild.

nature

released detailing highs and
More at

been

critical captive breeding programmes
will become for this special little bird.
The group was finally rewarded with
some sightings when we reached
Meinypil’gyno, and elated to hear that
four eggs had hatched at the breeding
programme there the following day.
There was more good news from
Debbie Pain, the director of the
Wildfowl and Wetlands Trust who was
also on board for this expedition, who
announced that a further four chicks
had hatched in Slimbridge. It was a
good step forward and we all felt
somewhat heartened that another of
the battles had been won to preserve
this species. Heritage Expeditions
look forward to working with Birdlife
International and the Wildfowl and
Wetlands Trust in the Russian Far
East in 2013.

© R Schuckard

We are delighted to be working with the
Australian Geographic Society on this rare
voyage to Australia’s far flung Subantarctic
territory. On board will be two stalwarts of
the society who will share their passion for
the region.

Grahame Budd AM, is a retired (and
now honorary) Associate Professor with
the University of Sydney. He has visited
Heard Island six times and was awarded
the Queen’s Polar Medal. His published

© G Riehle

work mainly concerns human responses
to heat and cold, the population ecology
of Antarctic birds and seals, and Heard
Island glaciers and history.

Michael Dillon AM, is a documentary
and film producer and cinematographer.
His film credits include projects with Sir
Edmund Hillary and the internationally
awarded adventure film Everest — Sea to
Summit about Tim Macartney-Snape’s
Australian Geographic sponsored

climb of Everest from sea level. As
cinematographer he has shot over 100
documentaries worldwide.

Besides meeting these illustrious
characters, participants will be contributing
to the society’s work. Heritage Expeditions
will donate a proportion of the voyage
proceeds to support young adventurers
who will carry the torch of exploration into
the future. A limited number of berths are
still available.

© A Russ
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New Voyages to Melanesia in 2013

October ‘13 will see the launch of two
exciting new itineraries exploring Mela-
nesia. For birders these itineraries offer
once in a lifetime species on remote
islands where few have been before.
The birding potential is exceptional
and to allow birders to maximise the
opportunities there will be an optional
specialised birding programme  with
customised excursions. These waters
also offer some of the greatest diving
in the world and while everybody will
have the opportunity to snorkel and
appreciate the beauty beneath the
waves, we also offer an optional scuba
diving programme for those wishing
to maximise their underwater experi-
ences.

The winner of the prestigious New Zea-
land Geographic Photographer of the
Year competition will be aboard the
Spirit of Enderby when she departs from
Christchurch for our amended Western
Pacific Odyssey voyage on 25 March
2013.

The new shortened itinerary will still in-
clude the rich waters off the north-east
coast of New Zealand’s South Island,
Norfolk Island, New Caledonia and the
Solomon Islands, but the expedition will
now end in Kavieng, on the northern tip
of New Ireland, Papua New Guinea. We
feel past participants would commend

Melanesia
Discoverer

11 Oct 2013 14 days. Uncover the hidden
gems of Papua New Guinea and the Solomon
Islands. From the culturally rich arterial of the
Sepik River we sail north across the Bismarck
Sea to the remote shores of Manus and
Mussau Islands. Next delve into the history,
culture and wildlife of New Ireland and New
Britain before we cross the Buka Channel and
enter a long isolated world as we are amongst

the change to the itinerary as they said
they preferred spending time amongst
the islands making landings, interacting
with the locals and Zodiac cruising to
spending long days at sea on the route
north to Japan.

Our expert birder Chris Collins will once
again be on board for the Western Pa-
cific Odyssey. He will no doubt be keep-
ing a sharp lookout for the rare ‘New
Caledonian Storm Petrel’ which he pho-
tographed on the 2012 voyage.

The lush tropical jungles of the Solomon
Islands and the wetlands of Papua New

Expedition Calendar

View this calendar online @ www.heritage-expeditions.com/expedition-calendar/ for up-to-date information on our expeditions in one easy to read format with live availability.

Voyages

over two decades.

Western Pacific Odyssey GEOGRAPHIC

Guinea offer much for observers of the
natural world. Amongst their many unin-
habited islands we will seek to uncover
some of their unique botanical and orni-
thological treasures.

At the end of the voyage, participants
can join the expedition staff on a flight
to Port Moresby which arrives in good
time to connect the same day with in-
ternational flight departures to Brisbane,
Singapore or Tokyo. A portion of the
proceeds from this expedition will be do-
nated to the New Zealand Geographical
Society to further their excellent work.

Start date

the first travellers to return to Bougainville in

Secrets of
Melanesia

24 Oct 2013 11 days. Journey into a world few have
ever experienced; idyllic islands and isolated villages
where unique time-honoured traditions and elaborate-
ly costumed dancers welcome us into their world. Sail
from Honiara, the capital of the Solomon Islands and
relax as our ship takes us to remote oceanic islands
where the art of traditional navigation lives today. In
Vanuatu, search for endemic bird species or dive one
of the world’s most famous wrecks and discover hid-
den worlds, islands picture postcard beautiful but yet
to be discovered.

© A Russ

End date

South Indian Ocean (Heard Island) South Indian Ocean 08-11-2012 02-12-2012
Birding the Australian Bight Australia 02-12-2012 10-12-2012
Galapagos of the Southern Ocean Subantarctic Islands 09-12-2012 21-12-2012
Birding Down Under Subantarctic Islands 21-12-2012 08-01-2013
In the Wake of Scott and Shackleton Antarctica 08-01-2013 06-02-2013
In the Wake of Scott and Shackleton Antarctica 06-02-2013 07-03-2013
Western Pacific Odyssey Pacific 25-03-2013 13-04-2013
Russia's Ring of Fire Russian Far East 24-05-2013 05-06-2013
Sea of Okhotsk Russian Far East 05-06-2013 21-06-2013
In the Wake of Bering Russian Far East 21-06-2013 04-07-2013
Across the Top of the World Russian Far East 07-08-2013 21-08-2013
Across the Top of the World Russian Far East 21-08-2013 04-09-2013
Jewel of the Russian Far East Russian Far East 04-09-2013 15-09-2013
Melanesia Discoverer Pacific 11-10-2013 24-10-2013
Secrets of Melanesia Pacific 24-10-2013 03-11-2013
Birding Down Under Subantarctic Islands 14-11-2013 02-12-2013
Galapagos of the Southern Ocean Subantarctic Islands 02-12-2013 14-12-2013
Forgotten Islands of the South Pacific Subantarctic Islands 15-12-2013 22-12-2013
Forgotten Islands of the South Pacific Subantarctic Islands 23-12-2013 30-12-2013
Galapagos of the Southern Ocean Subantarctic Islands 30-12-2013 11-01-2014
In the Wake of Scott & Shackleton Antarctica 11-01-2014 08-02-2014
In the Wake of Scott & Shackleton Antarctica 08-02-2014 08-03-2014

Price From Availability

$16000.00 USD pp Available
$2000.00 USD pp Available
$5050.00 USD pp Waitlisted
$9500.00 USD pp Waitlisted
$17000.00 USD pp Waitlisted
$17000.00 USD pp Waitlisted
$6500.00 USD pp Available
$7100.00 USD pp Available
$8300.00 USD pp Available
$7700.00 USD pp Available
$9800.00 USD pp Limited

$9800.00 USD pp Limited

$7600.00 USD pp Available
$6995.00 USD pp Available
$5995.00 USD pp Available
$10500.00 USD pp Available
$5600.00 USD pp Available
$3800.00 USD pp Available
$3800.00 USD pp Available
$5600.00 USD pp Available
$18700.00 USD pp Limited

$18700.00 USD pp Limited
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